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Happy Holidays at Hackney’s House in Hubbard

Hilda Chapman has told us that Berta Hackney has once again extended an invitation to the Classic Car
Club of America, North Texas Region, to partake in holiday cheer at her lovely home in Hubbard, Texas. If
you have not been there before, believe me, you need to post the date on your calendar and be prepared for a
lovely afternoon. If you have been there then I know you will want to attend rthis holiday gathering as it is
always a great and gracious way to spend the last event of the year in the company of vour car friends and in
the care of Berta. December [1th is the date and more information will be forthcoming as the time grows
nearer,

Take either 35E or 35W from the north. Proceed to Hillsboro and then turn southcast onto 171. Follow 171 all
the way to Hubbard. Turn right (southwest) onto NW 7th Street in Hubbard and Berta’s home is at 210 NW Tth
Street. See you there!!
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North Texas Region Classic Car Club of America Grand Classic
Waxahachie, Texas
By John Hamilton

The Grand Classic in Waxahachie has come and gone. Were you there? Did you see the
six Pebble Beach cars including two trophy winners from this year? Did you see the four
Senior Emiritus cars? Did you miss the barbeque and the prime rib banquet? Art
Fitzpatrick, one of the designers of two of the Darrin cars there gave an excellent talk on
automobile design and advertising then and now. He compared the Darrin Packard to the
Lincoln Continential and showed how the differences affected overall perception of the cars.

The beautiful Waxahachie Civic Center grand ballroom displayed the Full Classics® in an art
deco setting reminiscent of the Grand Ballrooms of the 1930’s New York Auto Shows. After
organizing the 2006 Heart of Texas CARavan based in Waxahachie and the 2007 Grand
Classic here, Steve and Hilda Chapman have done it again.

You've probably heard Waxahachie suffered its first bank robbery half a block from the
Chapman home and they and four Full Classics® were locked down until noon. There is
probably no truth to the rumor that it was staged for the event.

Two photography crews led by Doug Handel took the pictures before the vehicles entered
the Civic Center and were assigned their proper places by Tracy Hammac and Mike
Hamilton. It is much more fun when you are actually involved in all of the activities. My
Packard was right across from a Pebble Beach car! You have to attend to have the fun.

The hospitality room crew, Frank Guy and Charlie Gambulos, had stocked just what you
wanted and registration coordinator, Arlene Hamilton, got an early start passing out name
tags, gift bags and information.

Friday evening all participants were treated to a barbeque by a local legend caterer who
came out of retirement for us. Robin Guy and Sandie Gambulos organized this special
event featuring some great food and Texas Swing music.

Saturday a number of people were shuttled to the Court House Square in the shadow of our
fabulous1895 sandstone court house for shopping and casual lunching. It was high school
homecoming weekend in Waxahachie and the town was humming. There was also a tour of
an1895 Victorian Main Street home which is beautifully decorated in period furnishings.
Several local members provided shuttle service. There was even another car show in town
Saturday afternoon.

Seventeen cars were judged by Diane Conrad and her team which included the recent
participants in the judging class held at the Benson’s. Good planning matters and
everything went well as the judges retired to provide the input for chief tabulator, Jack Price
and his crew.

In the afternoon the public and members of other car clubs had been invited to see what a
Full Classic® is all about. There are many very active clubs in the area and they were well



represented. You don’t have to explain why we are sensitive about the use of the word
“classic” when they see one of our Full Classics®. This is a great way to educate other car
. fans and attract new members. Four new members signed up on the spot.

Sandie Gambulos provided lunch for the tabulators. Another group with Bill Mott made a
visual presentation of all the class winners with many special photos for the evening's

presentations.

In addition to National President Al Kroemer, the CCCA Museum past president and director
Chuck Conrad, National Chief Judge and Vice President John Kefalonitis and Metro Region
Director BarbaraAnna Kefalonitis participated in our event. CCCA Executive Director Jay
Quail assisted in judging and got to meet a lot of real Texans.

Saturday evening the banquet was set among the shining stars, the Full Classics®. National
President Al Kroemer addressed his concerns about the future of the CCCA and said the
club is aging rapidly, to 67. The national directors will introduce a new initiative concerning

our club's future within ninety days.

The guest of honor was Art Fitzpatrick who provided some interesting vignettes about a life
of art and design. Imagine sitting at the banquet, feet away from a Darrin Packard in 2010
and listening to the man who had helped design it 70 years ago telling how it was done back
then. We were honored to be able to host Mr. and Mrs. Fitzpatrick, a very special couple.

Fifteen awards were presented to very special vehicles. President Kroemer indicated that
they equaled or surpassed any that he had seen at any Grand Classic. A local favorite was
the 1946-1948 Production Class won by Jim White who said he had waited a long time for
that moment. Each Darrin also won a prize in its class, pleasing, 'm sure, to Art Fitzpatrick
and richly deserved. One new member, on his way from being a hot rodder to a Full
Classics® fan, entered two cars and won a first in Early Touring. Welcome to the real

classic car world.

If you don't attend the Saturday banquet you miss a fot of the fun. This year we sat at the
table with J.B. and Patti Saunders, owners of the only Ford Darrin ever made. Where else
could we have had that experience? Earlier we spent the cocktail hour talking to friends
from across the country. We would encourage every member to enjoy this experience and
support your club by participating in some way with all the events available to you. If we do

not support this organization it will fade away.

Thanks to all who came and participated and to all who worked so hard to make it such a
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